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Yuki City Council g
Yuki City Council currently consists of eighteen members who form a link between a;

the populace and the administration. Important subjects, such as the budget and
ordinances, are discussed and decided on at plenary sessions. Meeting are held
Jour times per year, with special meetings convened when necessary. The three
standing committees, a council management committee and when necessary, a
special committee, have been established to professionally examine bills.

We launched Internet streaming of these meetings as of December 2022.
Recordings of previous meetings are available for viewing.
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Municipal handbook 2024 -vyuki City unites heart of the people together—
The tradition and the future are linked and wishes of the people are connected in this city.
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Greetings from the Mayor Kobayashi Sakae, Mayor of Yuki

Welcome to Yuki City. A medieval castle town, with a well-balanced mix of excellent residential areas, industrial
parks, and farmland. We are proud of our city’s representative industry, Yuki Tsumugi fabric, which was registered
as UNESCO intangible cultural heritage in November, 2010 and is one of the biggest attractions of our city. Our
agriculture is also successful and we ship fresh vegetables, such as corn, tomatoes, lettuce, and Chinese cabbage,
to metropolitan areas. The 6th Yuki City General Plans,The ideal representation of our city is designed around the
theme, “Yuki City; full of vitality and culture, connects the wishes of the people to the future”. We will utilize our
history, tradition, and natural environment as local resources and hand them over to the next generation. Further,
we aim to create an attractive and unique city where everyone wants to settle. In 2024, the municipality celebrated
70 years since its founding. While maintaining our key assets for future generations, and at the same time boldly
changing what needs to be changed, our goal for Yuki City is to create a dynamic place of happy residents.
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MUSUBU (Union)

Yuki City carefully unites community and people, links the present
and the past and establishes connection between people. Union
among the hearts of the people is cherished in various ways. This
union is integral to the history of our city. Here are some stories
about “Northern: Tradition and Innovation”, “Center: Work and

Life” and “South: Charm and People”.
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Kyoko Takeuchi

Yuko Funamo

>

Takeuchi

relocated to Yuki City in 2020. She works
at Toyama Weaving. A full-fledged artisan,

Born in Chiba Prefectures, Ms.

Born in Tokyo, Ms. Funamo moved to Yuki
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City in 2018. She is employed at Nomurako

B, TANEBFRHL] Z£FKR<
BWREELUTOANEZER, BEH0

#=FzE4

TS E IR AN E RS

DFHEM) ERT, Ehg

=

Weaving. Inspired by the area’s unique hand-
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her goal is to convey weaving techniques to

crafted textiles, she became a traditional
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future generations.

woven silk fabric artisan.
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BREAD&DELICA®
Instagram
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Open for business on Wednesdays, Thursdays,

and Fridays 11:00-16:00. The shop sells bread
made using hand-cultivated yeast. Items include
various selections from hard bread to the dinner

rolls children love to eat.
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kongari BREAD&DELICA

bread sales. She opened “kongari

leads a busy life balance both
BREAD&DELICA” in 2021.

Ms. Miyata, born in Shimotsuke,
Tochigi Prefecture, moved to Yuki
City upon getting married. She
child-rearing and bread-making.
As of 2018, she launched mobile

Yuka Miyata
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Anna Yanagita

Ms. Yanagita is originally a nurse.

TWEBEENTT AT —]
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She had been recognized as an Ibaraki

[

Tourism Master (Category S). She serves
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as a volunteer guide and event planner in

Yuki City.
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The 6th Yuki City Generg

Health and Welfare The goal is to create a unique
history, the natural enviro

VIT'e p}iurnote support for chfld rearing famzhesl to nur{u}"e hlappy children. We' al'xo promote medical 'care, “‘0:" 1%{52 . *E*.u: 1)) generations—and to be the
disability welfare and nursing, settlement, social participation, and mutual aid in the local community to ’.0 The 6th Yuki City Plan
create an inclusive society where people can lead self-sufficient lives. We aim to have “local welfare which Hyﬁﬂ [CDNWT ordance with a set of
enables people to support each other and live with peace of mind”. E¥ L<igcs pity-building that all 4
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Industry and Tourism

Our industrial infrastructure is arranged to reinvigorate the local economy and promote the creation of
new industries and job opportunities. We also promote the conservation and utilization of local resources
such as historical townscapes, shrines and temples, traditional industries, and agricultural experience to
revitalize tourism and develop traditional industries. We aim to “nurture history and nature and create

prosperous and vibrant industry”.
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Town and Environment

We promote town planning for increasing residency in Yuki City. We aim to make an environment where %,
KD
rural and urban areas are in harmony with each other are resistant to disaster and where roads are well ””:0‘
maintained to let people live with peace of mind. Further, we promote a sustainable recycling society, and
symbiosis with the natural environment and conservation of familiar living environment. We aim to create “a

safe and comfortable city where people want to settle”.
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Cooperation and Administration

We promote town planning where citizens, companies, organizations, and the city government can
cooperate with each other to realize an inclusive society. We also promote an efficient and immediately
potent administrative and financial reform, improvement of administrative public services, and the
improvement of a broader, data-based local government service [ to offer better municipal services to

everyone. We aim for a “sustainable administration promoted through mutual cooperation”.
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Education and Culture

We create an educational environment utilizing regional characteristics to promote academic achievement
and love for their hometown among children. We promote an environment where people respect each other
and continue to study throughout their lives, enjoy sports and artistic activities, and communicate with
people throughout the country and across the globe. We aim to create “a community with lively citizens that

nurture children who bear our future”.
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Yuki City seen from the sky

The scenery in Yuki City is very varied. The scenery in the
north of the city is reminiscent of a medieval castle town.
Indigo blue Tsumugi fabric complements the white walls and
beautiful warehouses. The fields to the south are blessed
by the Kanto Plains where people live calm and quiet lives.
In the autumn of 2020, the city hall was relocated, and the
civic culture center ACROSS and civic center zone, including
the Keyaki Park, were created. They act as a new focus for

comfortable lives of the citizens.
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Yuki City also boasts numerous local specialties, including fresh farm - 3 4 | Prw= z ' e %
products, meats, full-bodied local sake, industrial products incorporating ~} ! Yuki City is blessed with multiple scenic views, including : I
various technologies, as well a traditional arts and crafis such as Yuki- gp : /o : back alleys reminiscent of the old castle town, flowing rivers, )
Tsurugi textiles, Paulownia crafis, and more. These items are presented il T - + 1 scenes of the four seasons, as well as modern buildings. et e
as thank-you gifts to people who support Yuki City with the “hometown ® 5 2 7 . - This is a new townscape with a nostalgic old charm, at the e .
-

tax.” We do this to help people get a sense of familiarity with Yuki so that same time imbued with a certain dynamism. Al

they feel the city is like a second home to them.
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Boiled Manju

Springy dough characterizes the local
specialty of Yuki City, the “boiled
manju”. At the end of the Edo period,
the feudal lord gave “boiled manju”
to the people to expel evil spirits and
pray for the early end of a plague. Take
the “boiled manju tour” and compar
the special wares of each shop while
enjoying the nostalgic townscape.
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History
— Yuki City makes the shift to super-growth

Yuki City was established on March, 1954, upon the
merging of the municipalities of Yuki-cho, Kinukawa-mura,
Kamiyamakawa-mura, Yamakawa-mura, and Egawa-mura.
At this time it became Ibaraki Prefecture’s sixth city.

The population at the time of establishment was 39,642
people. The majority of this area was farmland, with the
exception of the commercial area to the north of Yuki Station,
which was the old castle town. Most of the residents were
engaged in farming.

During the era of super-growth, a transport network
consisting of roads, railways, etc., as well as water supply
and sewerage, were built. Living standards rose considerably
with land reform and increased agricultural productivity due

to water utilization programs.
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— Modernization progresses, culture flourishes

The latter Showa Period saw the development of modern
urban infrastructure, such as updated housing developments,
expansion of industrial parks, and more.

The National Sports Festival was held in Ibaraki Prefecture
during the year when the population increased to 50,000
people. A baseball field and martial arts gym were also built
in the Kanakubo Athletic Park.

“Yuki City Day” was held during the Tsukuba Expo '85.

The Across Community & Culture Center was opened in 1991.

Yuki City develops rapidly into a region of culture and sports.

— Yuki City takes on the world stage

During the Heisei Period, Yuki City entered into sister city
agreements with four cities in Japan and other countries
(Fukui; Oyama; Mechelen, Belgium; and Maesai, Thailand),
which facilitate interaction between these cities.

In 2010, the three processes of Yuki-Tsumugi production
"[to-tsumugi(varn spinning), Kasuri-kukuri(binding), and
Jibata-ori(weaving)" were together registered as a UNESCO
Intangible Cultural Heritage, in recognition of these
processes as a form of world-class traditional culture. In
October 2016, the Emperor and Empress met with the King
and Queen of Belgium on a trip by the royal couple to Japan.
Yuki City celebrated its 70th anniversary in 2024. The
municipality strives to be a town where everyone wants to

live, and to create a new phase in its history.
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House of Yuki-Mizuno oversees the Yuki Mizuno clan through the end of the Edo Period

During the Edo Period, control over the Yuki area was shared by two different groups: the
House of Yuki-Mizuno and the House of Yamakawa-Mizuno. The first lord of the Yuki-Mizuno

clan was Mizuno Katsunari. Katsunari’s grandson, Katsushige, became the first lord of

the Shimousa-Yuki domain, at which time he built a new castle. The Boshin War occurred
during the time of the 10th-generation lord of the region, Katsutomo. Katsutomo supported
the Tokugawa government, while the retainers supported the Emperor. Katsutomo's side
lost, resulting in his subsequent forced isolation. The Meiji Restoration occurred during the

time of the 1ith-generation lord, Katsuhiro, leading to the demise of the Yuki domain after a

period of approximately 170 years. At present the Sobin Shrine, which stands at the ruins of

the Yuki Castle, was commissioned by Katsuzane, the seventh-generation lord. The shrine is

dedicated to the first-generation lord, Katsunari.
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The House of Yamakawa-Mizuno: deep connections with the Tokugawa

An aunt of Tadamoto, first-generation lord of the House of Yamakawa-Mizuno, was the birth
mother of Tokugawa Ieyasu, known as Odai. Tadamoto served the second shogun, Tokugawa
Hidetada, in the Battle of Sekigahara, later becoming daimyo over the areas of Shimousa
Yamakawa, Yuki Hongo, Shimono Kanuma, and Shimousa Yamakawa Castle. Subsequently,
during the time of the second-generation lord of the region, Tadayoshi, he relocated to
Suruga, at which time the House of Yamakawa-Mizuno left Yuki. In honor of the fact that
the first-generation lord became daimyo, Bansho Temple became the family temple of the
Yamakawa-Mizuno family temple. Graves were built for these family members starting with
the first generation, Tadanobu, all the way through the eleventh-generation lord, Tadakuni,

known for the Tenpo period reforms. Bansho Temple was lost to fire in 1855, but the graves of

generations of Yamakawa-Mizuno family members survive to the present day.
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The beginnings of the House of Yuki and the War of Yuki

Tomomitsu, the first lord of the region, was gifted the Yuki area lands of Shimousa Province
by Minamoto-no-Yoritomo, marking the beginnings of the House of Yuki.

However, due to the loss of the Shogun's army lost in the War of Yuki, the 11th and 12th
lords, Ujitomo and Mochitomo were driven to suicide. When Ashikaga Mochiuji’s orphaned
children—Yasuomaru and Shunomaru—were killed at Konren-ji Temple (in present-day
Gifu Prefecture), the House of Yuki, which had continued for roughly 250 years, came to an
abrupt end.
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Relocation of the House of Yuki to Echizen

Shigetomo, 13th daimyo of Yuki, restores the House of Yuki

In 1590, when Harutomo, the 17th-generation lord of the region, participated in the siege
of Odawara, he was given an adopted son by Toyotomi Hideyoshi. This was Hashiba
Hideyasu, Tokugawa leyasu’s second son, who became the 18th-generation lord.

In 1600, as a reward for his service to the Tokugawa Clan in the Battle of Sekigahara,
Hideyasu was relocated to Echizen (present-day Fukui Prefecture), at which time he left Yuki.
Because Hideyasu's children took the name of the Matsudaira clan, the Shimousa-Yuki clan
ceased to approximately 400 years. However, remnants of the clan ruins to this day in the
city, protected by efforts to preserve the history and tradition of the region.
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A Great Phantom Spear
“Otegine Spear”

One of the “Three Great National
Spears”. In the Muromachi period (1336-
1573), Gisuke Gojo, a swordsmith from
Shimada in Suruga Province, handmade
this spear by order of Harutomo Yuki, a
daimyo of Yuki in Shimousa Province. The
total length is about 4.2m while the blade
is about 138cm long. It is named after the
beq sheath which looks like a pestle.
Hideyasu Yuki inherited the spear from
Harutomo, and passed it on to the house
of Matsudaira Yamatonokami (Governor
of Yamato Province) (House of Maebashi
Kawagoe Matsudaira). The original spear
was lost in the Great Tokyo Air Raid, and

the current replica was made in 2002.

The Museum Yuki-kurabikan”,
presenting the history of Yuki City

The Museum "Yuki-kurabikan” was opened
on May 24, 2014. The facility displays
materials pertaining to the history and
culture of Yuki, including a replica of a
Otegine spear. The building is a renovated
white-walled misegura store-house style
building of the Meiji period, featuring the
hongura and sodegura display areas.

The hongura exhibit area is used to showcase
new art and culture such as the works of
local artists. The sodegura exhibit area
features invaluable historical materials
pertaining to the history of the city, including
materials related to the Yuki clan, the Otegine
spear, and more.

The museum also offers regular visiting
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exhibits. Admission is free. Dont miss it!
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Jibata ori

This weaving technique involves the oldest form of
weaving machine. Working with this type of machine, the
weaver actually takes on part of the work. The vertical
threads on the machine are hung from the weaver’s
waist, and the weaver adjusts the tension as they move

along. This creates a warm, light texture to the textile.
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Kasuri kukuri

To ensure that the dye does not get on the splash
pattern, cotton threads are run through the inked part.
Because each silk thread is dyed individually, the more

detailed the pattern, the longer it takes to complete it.

Ito tsumugi

Ito-Tsumugi involves the spinning of non-twisted yarn,
in a process not seen anywhere else in the world. Silk
floss obtained by boiling silkworm cocoons is placed on
a tool called a “tsukushi” and pulled. From there it is
collected in a special tub “oboke.”

Three traditional methods recognized globally with registration as a
UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage

Yuki Tsumugi is made by hand, featuring techniques from ancient times.

The three processes of Ito-Tsumugi, Kasuri-Kukuri, and Jibata-Ori have together been registered as a national
Intangible Cultural Property (1956), Traditional Craft (1977), and as a UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage (2010).
Yuki-Tsumugi, which involves superior technique and also extremely time-consuming—requiring a great degree of
meticulousness—is a treasure proven worthy of the global stage.
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Yuki City has developed thanks to the ﬁ |'|‘:|'_| ,%ff, ?_ ?I‘H] {__’ QIE'\ ﬁj{ ﬂ\; *_l' 2 O) D t

ancient art of Tsumugi. The highest l_é 7 & (L‘\ & EL& & r ™ 3? 'ZL'

quality Yuki Tsumugi fabric has evolved L T ‘el AN B D = " 5 N E %ﬁ A
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bring about a bright future by uniting the < = ) %B

ring about a bright future by uniting the 3; 5 b ;h( L/\ — 1};‘&0 e < Z’)\

present with tradition.
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