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Jibata ori

This weaving technique involves the oldest form of
weaving machine. Working with this type of machine, the
weaver actually takes on part of the work. The vertical
threads on the machine are hung from the weaver’s
waist, and the weaver adjusts the tension as they move

along. This creates a warm, light texture to the textile.
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Kasuri kukuri

To ensure that the dye does not get on the splash
pattern, cotton threads are run through the inked part.
Because each silk thread is dyed individually, the more

detailed the pattern, the longer it takes to complete it.

Ito tsumugi

Ito-Tsumugi involves the spinning of non-twisted yarn,
in a process not seen anywhere else in the world. Silk
floss obtained by boiling silkworm cocoons is placed on
a tool called a “tsukushi” and pulled. From there it is
collected in a special tub “oboke.”

Three traditional methods recognized globally with registration as a
UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage

Yuki Tsumugi is made by hand, featuring techniques from ancient times.

The three processes of Ito-Tsumugi, Kasuri-Kukuri, and Jibata-Ori have together been registered as a national
Intangible Cultural Property (1956), Traditional Craft (1977), and as a UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage (2010).
Yuki-Tsumugi, which involves superior technique and also extremely time-consuming—requiring a great degree of
meticulousness—is a treasure proven worthy of the global stage.
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