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House of Yuki-Mizuno oversees the Yuki Mizuno clan through the end of the Edo Period

During the Edo Period, control over the Yuki area was shared by two different groups: the
House of Yuki-Mizuno and the House of Yamakawa-Mizuno. The first lord of the Yuki-Mizuno

clan was Mizuno Katsunari. Katsunari’s grandson, Katsushige, became the first lord of

the Shimousa-Yuki domain, at which time he built a new castle. The Boshin War occurred
during the time of the 10th-generation lord of the region, Katsutomo. Katsutomo supported
the Tokugawa government, while the retainers supported the Emperor. Katsutomo's side
lost, resulting in his subsequent forced isolation. The Meiji Restoration occurred during the

time of the 1ith-generation lord, Katsuhiro, leading to the demise of the Yuki domain after a

period of approximately 170 years. At present the Sobin Shrine, which stands at the ruins of

the Yuki Castle, was commissioned by Katsuzane, the seventh-generation lord. The shrine is

dedicated to the first-generation lord, Katsunari.
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The House of Yamakawa-Mizuno: deep connections with the Tokugawa

An aunt of Tadamoto, first-generation lord of the House of Yamakawa-Mizuno, was the birth
mother of Tokugawa Ieyasu, known as Odai. Tadamoto served the second shogun, Tokugawa
Hidetada, in the Battle of Sekigahara, later becoming daimyo over the areas of Shimousa
Yamakawa, Yuki Hongo, Shimono Kanuma, and Shimousa Yamakawa Castle. Subsequently,
during the time of the second-generation lord of the region, Tadayoshi, he relocated to
Suruga, at which time the House of Yamakawa-Mizuno left Yuki. In honor of the fact that
the first-generation lord became daimyo, Bansho Temple became the family temple of the
Yamakawa-Mizuno family temple. Graves were built for these family members starting with
the first generation, Tadanobu, all the way through the eleventh-generation lord, Tadakuni,

known for the Tenpo period reforms. Bansho Temple was lost to fire in 1855, but the graves of

generations of Yamakawa-Mizuno family members survive to the present day.
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The beginnings of the House of Yuki and the War of Yuki

Tomomitsu, the first lord of the region, was gifted the Yuki area lands of Shimousa Province
by Minamoto-no-Yoritomo, marking the beginnings of the House of Yuki.

However, due to the loss of the Shogun's army lost in the War of Yuki, the 11th and 12th
lords, Ujitomo and Mochitomo were driven to suicide. When Ashikaga Mochiuji’s orphaned
children—Yasuomaru and Shunomaru—were killed at Konren-ji Temple (in present-day
Gifu Prefecture), the House of Yuki, which had continued for roughly 250 years, came to an
abrupt end.
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Relocation of the House of Yuki to Echizen

Shigetomo, 13th daimyo of Yuki, restores the House of Yuki

In 1590, when Harutomo, the 17th-generation lord of the region, participated in the siege
of Odawara, he was given an adopted son by Toyotomi Hideyoshi. This was Hashiba
Hideyasu, Tokugawa leyasu’s second son, who became the 18th-generation lord.

In 1600, as a reward for his service to the Tokugawa Clan in the Battle of Sekigahara,
Hideyasu was relocated to Echizen (present-day Fukui Prefecture), at which time he left Yuki.
Because Hideyasu's children took the name of the Matsudaira clan, the Shimousa-Yuki clan
ceased to approximately 400 years. However, remnants of the clan ruins to this day in the
city, protected by efforts to preserve the history and tradition of the region.
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